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State Business Tax Climate – FY 2012 
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National vs. Western Regions Consumer Confidence Index  
Monthly Series 
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State Budget Shortfalls 
For FY 2010-11 

Source: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities Survey 
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State Budget Shortfalls 
For FY 2011 

-$31 Billion 

Source: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities Survey 
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Source: Pew Center on the States, The Trillion Dollar Gap Grows Wider, April 2011 

$1.26 Trillion 
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The Ratio of Active Workers to Beneficiaries is Declining  

Source: Wisconsin Legislative Council, 2010 Comparative Study of Major Public Employee Retirement Systems, December 2011 
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Public Employee Retirement Systems in Western States 
Funded Ratio (2010)  

Source: Wisconsin Legislative Council, 2010 Comparative Study of Major Public Employee Retirement Systems, December 2011 

60.8% 

64.7% 

70.3% 

70.5% 

76.7% 

78.5% 

78.9% 

82.0% 

84.6% 

85.8% 

113.0% 

California PERS 

Colorado PERA 

Montana PERS 

Nevada PERS 

Arizona SRS 

New Mexico PERA 

Idaho PERS 

Utah SRS 

Wyoming WRS 

Oregon PERS 

Washington PERS (Hybrid) 

100% 

Funded 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 



February 10, 2012 
For more information, visit 

www.appliedanalysis.com 

*Note: this is for 

illustrative 

comparison 

purposes, in reality 

the private sector 

employee would be 

expected to try and 

live on something 

less than 75% of 

his three highest 

years income under 

the expectation that 

his retirement 

savings would run 

out before the age 

he expects to die. 
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Rank Region Year-Over-Year 

1 West South Central (OK, AR, TX, LA) -1.7% 

2 Middle Atlantic (NY, NJ, PN) -2.2% 

3 New England (ME, NH, VT, MA, RI, CT) -2.5% 

4 West North Central (ND, SD, MN, NE, IA, KS, MO) -2.5% 

5 East South Central (KY, TN, MS, AL) -2.8% 

6 East North Central (MI, WI, IL, IN, OH) -3.0% 

7 South Atlantic (DE, MD, DC, VA, WV, NC, SC, GA, FL) -4.2% 

8 Pacific (HI, AK, WA, OR, CA) -6.8% 

9 Mountain (MT, ID, WY, NV, UT, CO, AZ, NM) -6.9% 

USA  -3.7% 

Housing Price Depreciation Rankings 
By Region | Q3 2011 
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Rank Region Year-Over-Year 

1 Las Vegas-Paradise, NV -15.2% 

2 Ocala, FL -14.6% 

3 Reno-Sparks, NV -13.8% 

4 Boise City-Nampa, ID -13.4% 

5 Yuba City, CA -13.2% 

6 Phoenix-Mesa-Glendale, AZ -13.0% 

7 Yuma, AZ -12.8% 

8 Tucson, AZ -11.9% 

9 Madera-Chowchilla, CA -11.4% 

10 Grand Junction, CO -11.0% 

Housing Price Depreciation Rankings 
By Metropolitan Area | Q3 2011 
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Source: Foreclosure.com 
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Renewable Energy Consumption 
As a % of Total Energy Consumption 
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Education Grades 

Source: Education Week 

US Rank Western States Grade Score 

16 Hawaii C+ 78.5 

26 Wyoming C+ 76.8 

US AVERAGE C 76.5 

30 New Mexico C 76.3 

33 California C 76.1 

35 Colorado C 75.1 

38 Washington C 74.5 

40 Montana C- 72.3 

42 Utah C- 71.9 

43 Oregon C- 71.7 

44 Arizona C- 71.7 

46 Alaska C- 70.8 

47 Idaho C- 70.0 

48 Nevada C- 70.0 
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Bachelor's 
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Retiree Indicators 
Number of People Living in the West  
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Food 
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Housing 
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Total Seniors (65+) 

Household Expenditures  

Source: Consumer Expenditure Survey,  2010 
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Source: U.S. News & World Report 
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Health Care and Social Assistance Employment 
 as a Percentage of Total Employment 
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“The people who get on in this 

world are the people who get 

up and look for the 

circumstances they want, and, 

if they can’t find them, make 

them.”

- George Bernard Shaw,  

Nobel Prize Winner; Co-Founder,  

London School of Economics 
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